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RE-GROWTH—Dale Lasater, oparating manager
of the Lasater Ranch, points oul the m-growth of
grass in a recontly vacated grazing paddock. Lasaler
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recanily has implamented the resource manage-
ment practices—promoled by Allen Savory—in the
pastures and Iwo grazing cells located on the Elbert

Dians Jamas.)

County, Colo,, ranch, The grass Lasater is painting
oul représents a six-day growth.

[Journal phold by

Lasater’s way is nature’s way

By DHane James

Thae t.-rsal.ar ranch.,
Muotheson, Colo., long bas bees
recognized as the founding home
of the Besfmaster cattle breed,

In the early years, Tom
Lnsnter wos reforred to as &

“maverick " by tho heef industry.

His revolationary ides of pro-
ducing and selecting breeding
animals solely om their ability to
produce beef—rather than heesd
charscteristica and show ring
dictates—was met with skep-
ticiam,

Byt throwgh the years, the
Lasaters hove come to be known
far their outstanding Beefmaster

i and progeny: and
their personal management
idenls

reapect of the industry.

believer in the ideals and stan-
dards set by his fnther.

Perhaps the single most im-
portant beliaf the Lasaters hold
is to bt Mother Nature do the
work, Thay only step in and give
har u litthe help once in & while.

According to Lasater, his in:
ihtsr firenly bedieves nature has
very good reascn for what she
dons. And it is the Lasater way
to allow nature to do what she
thinks is best. This philoscphy
eifects every aingle aspect of
M{Iﬁﬂ'lﬂﬂl. It s “survival of
the fittest"” for the cattle and the
wildlife that make their home on
the ranch s domain,

The Lassiers allow no h.n;
ting, trapping or poisoning
predators; no artificial seeding of
the renge; snd no wse of chemi-
cals for weed and inssct contral,
All predator, insect and range
contrel s left wp to Mother
Muture's food chain,

The lntest step the Laanters
have taken to promole nature's
matarsl selection la to besome
involved with Allen Savory, I:bu
former Sowth African wi
and range specialist.

Bavary s pul.ng I.I:H‘.I. rescurce
have

izod the think of
rnl.u,;r ranchers and fedural lund
managers foced with the in-
croasing problem of fast-paced
deterioration of this country's
fragile rangeland.

Savary's range Manhgement
theories challenge existimg
management practices by
naserting worn out pasture land
rsds @ short, intensive grazing,
which will broak up the soll and
re-seed the native grasses. This
process is fallowed by a brief rest
whlch allu'ru the animals’

vmulhn Lo grow
back nnd stops the spresd of
undesired and often unpalatable
plants and grasses from slowly
taking ower the range.

Thia theory conflicts with Hu
current practice of
fower numbers of catile over
larger expanses of range—a
practics commonly referred to ns
underatocking.

It was witnesslag the effecta
of understocking pﬂl:h.uq I
Ssuth Africa which
Bavory's interest and beliof that

understocking waa hurting—neot
holping the land.

Savory had observed lorge
game berds, pumbering in the
thousands, grazieg on sk and
productive range land. He was
curious why these lands under
beavy grazing and trampling
were much more healthy and
produsctive than the land undes
smaller namberas of Uvestock.

Savory finally became con-
vinesd overgrazing was not
related to excessive grazing
mumbers, bt o the smount of
time the herd grazed in & par-
ticular anea,

He supported this theory by
painting to the migration of the
haigs antalope and buffals kirds
of Africa snd Americe, which
always grazed on the move.

Theae berds nover stayed in
arse aren longer than o fow days,
tboreby giving plants and the
soil time Lo recover before the
herda returned,

Hince hitting upon this revo-
latiomary concept. Savary has
spent the last 30 years teaching
and promoting his theory of
Helisti: Resource Management
through personal consultations.

sominnrs nnd ot his school based
in Allbug e, .

Diale Lasater was fiest expesed
to Savory's theories ond prac
tices through the experiences of
close Eriends amd his brother
in-law’'s experiences In San
Angelo, Toxns,

Lasater admitted he was in-
trigued by the results bhe had
soen, and by the practice that
“utilized natare to ita fullest.” In
the fall of 1984, be and his wife.
Janise, attended Sovory's school
for Holistic Resource
Muonagement in Albuguergue.

Lasater was impressed with
Su'uqu kdeas and with his ap-
proach focusing om the emtie
ranch operation from grass and
T Bonnel m.l.n,lm:mzul, te 0
nanech e recond

“One of the most iruthL
things 1 have learned from
Savorys holistic approach ks to
focus on how certain systems
function together better as a
whole, and are weaker when thoy
are ussd separstely,” Lasater
comements, “You realize right
awny this napproach requires

ICoatinasd on Page I-A}
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